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SUBJ: MARCOS PERCEPTION OP SABAH APFAIRS 

1. DURING AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON PRESIDENT MARCOS AUGUST 6 
ON OCCASION OP ADMIRAL GAYLER'S VISIT, CONVERSATION TURNED 
BRIEPLY TO APFAIRS IN SABAH. MARCOS OBSERVED THAT MUSTAPHA 
HAD APPARENTLY AGREED NOT TO CONTEST SEATS VACATED BY TAUN 
PUAD STEPHENS AND OTHER BERJAYA MEMBERS KILLED IN JUNE 6 
PLANE CRASH, IMPLYING THAT THIS WAS PART OP AN OVERALL MODUS 
VIVENDI. HE EXPRESSED DOUBTS ABOUT YOUTH AND APPARENT 
INEXPERIENCE OP NEW SABAH CHILE MINISTER, HARRIS BIN SALLEH. 

HE THEN MENTIONED REPORTS THAT PORMER CHILE MINISTER TUN 
MUSTAPH WAS PERSONALLY BUYING A CLAIM IN THE SULTANATE 

OP SULU PROM ONE OP THE LEADING CLAIMANTS RESIDENT IN SABAH. 

2. COMMENT: ALL THIS ILLUSTRATES, MARCOS AND PROBABLY HIS 
SECURITY ADVISERS ARE STILT. UNWILLING TO RULE OUT 
POSSIBILITY OP A MUSTAPHA COMEBACK IN SABAH. THEIR 
APPREHENSIONS ON THIS RESPECT ARE NO DOUBT INPLAMED 

BY PERSISTENT REPORTS PROM SULU AREA THAT MUSTAPHA 
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BORDER FOR HIS PRIVATE ARMY, PRESUMABLY WITH AIR OF 
ANTI-BERJAYA JIHAD AT SOME POINT. (THESE RUMORS ARE 
EAGERLY CIRCULATED BY FILIPINO TAUSUGS WHO TEND TO 
TAKE PRIDE IN MUSTAPHA'S BIGGER-TH AN-LIFE REPUTATION.) 

WE ASSUME THAT CLAIMANT TO SULU THRONE REFERRED TO BY 
MARCOS IS DATUK PUJUNGAN, REPORTEDLY RESIDENT IN KUDAT, 

BROTHER OF SULTAN ISMAEL WHO DIED IN 1973. THERE ARE, 

OF COURSE, OTHER CLAIMANTS AND IN ANY CASE WE DOUBT 
THAT CLAIMS TO ROYALTY ARE NEGOTIABLE EVEN IN SULU. 

WHATEVER THEIR JUSTIFICATION, DOUBTS ABOUT FUTURE OF 
SABAH LIKELY INHIBIT WHATEVER INCLINATION MARCOS MAY 
HAVE TO FORMALLY RENOUNCE OOP'S SABAH CLAIM. 

SULLIVAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PROVINCE, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, SABAH, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: SmithRJ 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MANILA12009 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760309-0138 
From: MANILA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760865/aaaaceke.tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: SmithRJ 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 MAY 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <24 SEP 2004 by SmithRJ> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MARCOS PERCEPTION OF SABAH AFFAIRS 
TAGS: PFOR, RP, MY, (MARCOS, FERDINAND) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



